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CECA Scotland Member Briefing:  

COVID-19 – CECA SCOTLAND UPDATE 
 
 

Introduction 
CECA Scotland will be producing regular updates to keep member companies updated on new 
developments relating to the Covid-19 coronavirus and its impact on the Scottish civils sector.  
This briefing will be delivered daily and posted on our website.  If you would like further 
information or to share your experiences about how COVID-19 is impacting on your business, 
contact our Chief Executive, Grahame Barn: 07976 199615 or grahame@cecascotland.co.uk.  
 

 
Scottish Procurement Blog: Respond Reset Restart and Recovery 

 
A Scottish Procurement Blog has been issued (12th May) summarising recent changes introduced on 
procurement issues in the context of the ‘4 Rs’ – Response, Reset, Restart and Recover, including: 

• Issuing a Scottish Public Procurement Policy Note, highlighting the flexibility buyers have 
within the current rules to place contracts at this time; 

• Publishing guidance, offering hints and tips on simplification and reminding public bodies of 
the range of procurement procedures available to them during the COVID-19 outbreak; 

• Releasing a Construction Policy Note, which offers the opportunity for electronic signatures 
on trust documents for project bank accounts (PBAs); 

• Publishing guidance, promoting prompt payment of invoices and highlighting options to help 
suppliers at risk because of the current crisis; 

• Issued tailored policy guidance for construction procurements which also supports the COVID-
19: Guidance For Construction Sector; 

 
Work is now focused on “Restart and Recover”, with work underway on Restart; national policy 
guidance, alignment of contracting plans and construction industry support and on Recovery;  
identifying and targeting emerging priorities, clarifying construction pipelines and cross-
functional/organisational interventions. You can read the blog in full here  
 

CICV Forum: Commercial Guidance and Advice 
 
The Construction Industry Coronavirus Forum (CICV) is a collective of Scottish trade and professional bodies 
gathering intelligence, sharing advice and speaking directly with government on issues affecting members in 
the current crisis. CECA Scotland is a member of the Forum. Click here to access the commercial guidance 
that has been prepared by the Forum's commercial sub group. This is generic information for the whole of 
the Scottish construction industry and not specific to the civil engineering sector. 

mailto:grahame@cecascotland.co.uk
https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-regulations-during-covid-19-outbreak-sppn-4-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-making-best-use-of-procurement-resources-during-covid-19-outbreak-sppn-6-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-project-bank-account-signing-requirements-during-covid-19-cpn-2-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-supplier-relief/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-impact-on-construction-contracts-cpn-1-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/related-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/related-guidance/
https://blogs.gov.scot/public-procurement/2020/05/12/respond-reset-restart-and-recovery/
https://cecascotland.co.uk/cicv-forum-commercial-advice-guidance/
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Managing Remote Teams, Furloughed or Self Isolated Employees 
 

CECA National have produced a guide to managing remote teams, furloughed or self-isolated 
(shielding) employees which you can download here.  

 
Supplier Development Programme Update 
 
Supplier Relief during COVID-19 Survey 
Working in partnership with the Scottish Government, the Supplier Development Programme is 
running a short survey on Supplier Relief during the COVID-19 crisis. The survey is open till Friday 
22 Many and can be completed here.  
 
Webinars 
Thursday 14th May, 10am-10.45 Talking Tenders with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport. Book here 
Tuesday 19th May, 10.30am-12noon Talking Tenders with Scottish Procurement Alliance . Book here.  
Thursday 21st May, 10am-11.30am – Using PCS and other portals. Book here.  
Wednesday 27th May, 10am-11.30am – Finding and Understanding Framework Opportunities. Book here.  
Thursday 28th May, 10am-11.30am – Introduction to Tendering. Book here.  

  
Meet the Buyer 2020: Live Virtual Event 
A virtual Meet the Buyer 2020 event: Live Virtual Event will be held on 2 June 2020, between 10a, 
and 4pm, focusing on suppliers engaging with public sector buyers through a Twitter Takeover, 
supported by two SDP training webinars, Public Contracts Scotland: What would you like to know 
and Improving your Bid Score. Book your place at Meet the Buyer 2020 here. 

 
Ready Steady Go Webinar 
 
As we work on plans to enable a safe construction restart, Sodak Ltd are running a webinar to share 
tips on how to design environments that make COVID-19 back to work behaviours more likely to 
happen. The webinar is this Friday 15th May at 2.30pm. Sign up here.  
 

Construction Scotland Innovation Centre “i-con” Webinars 
 
Tuesday 19th May, 12-12.45: What change is needed for reset and recovery in the built 
environment sector? This webinar will discuss changes the sector needs to make to get back to work 
covering technology, skills, public procurement, modern construction and a sustainable future. 
 
i-Con Innovation Challenge Fund The fund offers up £25,000 to support projects that match industry 
challenges with innovative solutions to operational challenges such as site management, offsite 
construction, health and safety management etc.  Challenge holders are sought from across industry.  

mailto:grahame@cecascotland.co.uk
http://www.cecascotland.co.uk/
https://cecascotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CECA-Briefing-Note-Guidance-On-Managing-Remote-Teams-Furloughed-or-Self-Isolated-Employees-13-May-2020.pdf
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=158883962745
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/talking-tenders-with-strathclyde-partnership-for-transport-spt-1017/
http://url4930.sdpscotland.co.uk/ls/click?upn=0kXqM4X9ZtikWYPCJ4zpBZiFStioSpNLN2qRpaPMrdGU8KpbUR8P-2BC1R0xWhIhNTisqHmFl5sZCD0dikEp0RGw-3D-3Drm8Q_Foznrl10-2FZ4VIqjuJBRHi0h0cuw2aMmO-2Fw0jM6nbcnUm4WIOex7f4CjjN-2FSiiRMD6oKeWa94EMRorGy0mJWz87epFksbjwF8JMi8ID7a8oyyEFE3Txm9qZTsXwclxyl9XA-2FqojrOiW2X8En0CHAWdfK2z74EgmPh0nwUEhGp-2BssLU90heeQiBrvL-2FrgXXg7Lp0LMBWVnDMPj-2BcznQIL-2BtpFpdo3rKcJghc6WYka7kg2-2FMDcYjNrM-2BjBgbXCPMnFe
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/talking-tenders-with-the-scottish-procurement-alliance-spa-1018/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/12-using-pcs-and-other-portals-979/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/22-finding-and-understanding-framework-opportunities-webinar-932/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/11-introduction-to-tendering-1012/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/meet-the-buyer-live-public-contracts-scotland-pcs-what-would-you-like-to-know-1020/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/23-improving-your-bid-score-webinar-946/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/events/meet-the-buyer-2020-live-virtual-event-1022/
https://cecascotland.co.uk/ready-steady-go-webinar/
https://www.cs-ic.org/events/2020/may/19th-may/i-con-webinar-what-change-is-needed-for-reset-and-recovery-in-the-built-environment-sector/
https://www.cs-ic.org/events/2020/may/19th-may/i-con-webinar-what-change-is-needed-for-reset-and-recovery-in-the-built-environment-sector/
https://i-con.b2match.io/
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UK Government Announcements 
 
Now Open: Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 
From 8am today, Wednesday 13 May 2020, self-employed individuals or members of partnerships 
whose business has been adversely affected by coronavirus will be able to apply for a Self-
Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) grant, worth 80% of their average monthly trading 
profits, up to a maximum of £7,500), paid in a single instalment. Check if you are eligible for the 
scheme here. 
 
Government to support businesses through Trade Credit Insurance guarantee 
Businesses with supply chains which rely on Trade Credit Insurance and who are experiencing 
difficulties maintaining cover due to Coronavirus will get support from the government. The 
Government will temporarily guarantee business-to-business transactions currently supported by 
Trade Credit Insurance, ensuring the majority of insurance coverage will be maintained across the 
market. This will support supply chains and help businesses to trade with confidence as they can 
trust that they will be protected if a customer defaults on payment. HMG's Trade Credit Insurance 
(TCI) guarantee will cover over £171 billion business activity currently insured and the transactions 
between around 13000 suppliers and 650,000 buyers. You can find further information here. 
 
Roadmap Taskforces 
New ministerial-led taskforces have been set up to plan how closed sectors can reopen safely. 
These cover England only. More details here.  
 
 

 
 

Scottish Government Advice 
The Scottish Government’s latest COVID-19 advice for businesses can be read here: 
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice.  For issues not dealt with on the website, 
call the Scottish Government Helpline on 0300 303 0660.  
 

HMRC Tax Helpline: 0800 024 1222, open 8am-4pm, Monday to Friday. 

 

UK Government Advice 
UK wide guidance, detailing all Scottish and UK Government support for businesses operating here 
in Scotland can be read here.  
 

mailto:grahame@cecascotland.co.uk
http://www.cecascotland.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-support-businesses-through-trade-credit-insurance-guarantee
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-roadmap-taskforces
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://www.gov.scot/news/covid-19-helpline-for-scottish-businesses/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-individuals-and-businesses-in-scotland

